MODERN  TIMES
to   stop   the   Terror  when  the Revolution   had  been
purged of its impurities.
On the 26th July he delivered a speech before the Con-
vention which had a considerable effect upon his audi-
ence. He spoke of purging the Committee of General
Surety, the Committee of Public Safety and the Assembly.
He demanded the creation of a new financial system, and
launched a vigorous attack upon Billaud-Varennes and
the Communist measures. All those who were the objects
of his threats were filled with terror. They secretly
disseminated the report that he was aiming at absolute
control of the State. On the ground that at the Festival
of the Supreme Being he had marched at the head of the
Convention, they accused him of reviving the processional
pageantry of royalty.
The Committee of General Surety, which, since the
affair of the India Company, had been somewhat in the
shade, led the campaign. Fouche and Tallien negotiated
with the Plain. On the 27th July, the gth Thermidor
according to the Revolutionary calendar, Robespierre
was found guilty of playing the dictator, and was
guillotined the next day.
With him ended the first attempt at revolutionary
dictatorship that France had yet experienced. Abroad,
no one had been taken in. Men talked of 'Robespierre's
fleet', of 'Robespierre's army'. He was looked upon as
the revolutionary incarnation of his country, the born
ring-leader of riot and disorder.
And such indeed he was. But his case is significant,
because in him we behold a man completely identified
with the Revolution and yet compelled by the invincible
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